norway, april n, 1940
The Nazi German Government is accustomed to spreading
through its channels a continuous flow of threats and rumours.
These are put forth by all their agents in neutral countries, by the
" hangers-on " of their legations and by their sympathisers and
backers, wherever they may be found. All these countries have
been threatened, and as the German Government are not restrained
by law or scruple, and as they have an obvious preference for
striking at the weak rather than the strong, all the small countries
on their borders were, and still are, in a high state of alarm.
Even those neutrals who have done the most to placate Germany,
and have been the greatest aid to her, could not feel any sense of
security that they would not be attacked without any reason or
without any warning, swiftly overrun, reduced to bondage and
pillaged of all their property, especially all eatables. Fear was,
therefore, general in all these unfortunate countries, and none of
them could tell, and none of us could tell, which one of them
would be the next to be devoured.
In the small hours of Monday morning we learned that Norway
and Denmark had drawn the unlucky numbers in this sinister
lottery. Denmark, of course, had special reason for apprehension,
not only because she was the nearest and the weakest of Germany's
neighbours, but because she had a recent treaty with Germany
guaranteeing her from all molestation and because she was
engaged in active commerce both with Germany and Great
Britain, the continuance of which in time of war had been foreseen
by Germany, and was guaranteed by special trade arrangements
between the German and Danish Governments. This, obviously,
placed her in a position of peculiar danger.
The extraordinary configuration of the Norwegian western
coast provides a kind of corridor, or covered way, as everyone
knows, through which neutral trade and German ships of all kinds,
warships and others, could be moved to and fro through the
Allied blockade, within the territorial waters of Norway and
Sweden, until they were under the effective protection of the
German Air Force in North Germany. They could go to and fro
along this route without molestation. The existence of this
geographical and legal covered way has been the greatest dis-
advantage which we have suffered and the greatest advantage
which Germany has possessed in her efforts to frustrate the
British and Allied blockade. Warships moved up and down it
as they thought it convenient. U-boats used it as they thought
fit. Stray German liners and merchant ships, trying to get back
to Germany from outer seas, followed this route, which is over
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